
‭May‬‭2025‬

‭Dear‬‭Parent/Carer,‬

‭I‬ ‭would‬ ‭like‬ ‭to‬ ‭take‬ ‭the‬ ‭opportunity‬ ‭to‬ ‭remind‬ ‭you‬ ‭of‬ ‭the‬ ‭government‬ ‭guidance‬ ‭which‬ ‭was‬
‭issued‬ ‭to‬ ‭schools‬ ‭in‬ ‭February‬ ‭2024‬ ‭regarding‬ ‭mobile‬ ‭phone‬ ‭use‬ ‭in‬ ‭schools.‬ ‭The‬ ‭full‬
‭document‬‭can‬‭be‬‭read‬‭here‬‭,‬‭but‬‭the‬‭opening‬‭is‬‭as‬‭follows:‬

‭Every‬‭school‬‭has‬‭a‬‭duty‬‭to‬‭create‬‭an‬‭environment‬‭that‬‭is‬‭calm,‬‭safe‬‭and‬‭free‬‭from‬‭distraction‬
‭so‬‭all‬‭pupils,‬‭whatever‬‭their‬‭background,‬‭can‬‭learn‬‭and‬‭thrive.‬‭One‬‭of‬‭the‬‭greatest‬‭challenges‬
‭facing‬‭schools‬‭is‬‭the‬‭presence‬‭of‬‭mobile‬‭phones.‬‭Today,‬‭by‬‭the‬‭age‬‭of‬‭12,‬‭97%‬‭of‬‭pupils‬‭own‬
‭a‬ ‭mobile‬‭phone.‬ ‭Mobile‬‭phones‬‭risk‬‭unnecessary‬‭distraction,‬‭disruption‬‭and‬‭diversion.‬‭One‬
‭in‬‭three‬‭secondary‬‭school‬‭pupils‬‭report‬‭that‬‭mobile‬‭phones‬‭are‬‭used‬‭in‬‭most‬‭lessons‬‭without‬
‭permission.‬ ‭This‬ ‭not‬ ‭only‬ ‭distracts‬‭the‬‭single‬‭pupil‬‭using‬‭the‬‭phone,‬‭but‬‭disrupts‬‭the‬‭lesson‬
‭for‬‭a‬‭whole‬‭class,‬‭and‬‭diverts‬‭teachers’‬‭efforts‬‭away‬‭from‬‭learning.‬ ‭We‬‭owe‬‭it‬‭to‬‭our‬‭children‬
‭to‬‭do‬‭what‬‭we‬‭can‬‭to‬‭remove‬‭distractions‬‭and‬‭enable‬‭them‬‭to‬‭be‬‭fully‬‭present‬‭and‬‭engaged‬‭in‬
‭the‬ ‭classroom.‬ ‭We‬ ‭also‬ ‭owe‬‭it‬‭to‬‭our‬‭pupils‬‭to‬‭keep‬‭them‬‭safe‬‭at‬‭school.‬‭One‬‭in‬‭five‬‭pupils‬
‭have‬ ‭experienced‬ ‭bullying‬ ‭online.‬ ‭By‬‭removing‬‭mobile‬‭phones‬‭from‬‭the‬‭school‬‭day,‬‭we‬‭can‬
‭create‬ ‭a‬ ‭safe‬ ‭space‬ ‭where‬‭pupils‬‭are‬‭protected‬‭from‬‭the‬‭risks‬‭and‬‭dangers‬‭associated‬‭with‬
‭social‬‭media‬‭and‬‭cyber-bullying,‬‭as‬‭well‬‭as‬‭the‬‭peer‬‭pressure‬‭and‬‭possible‬‭stigma‬‭associated‬
‭with‬ ‭owning‬ ‭what‬ ‭are‬ ‭often‬ ‭expensive‬ ‭devices.‬ ‭This‬ ‭is‬ ‭why‬ ‭we‬ ‭are‬ ‭determined‬ ‭that‬ ‭all‬
‭schools‬‭should‬‭prohibit‬‭the‬‭use‬‭of‬‭mobile‬‭phones‬‭throughout‬‭the‬‭school‬‭day‬‭–‬‭not‬‭only‬‭during‬
‭lessons‬‭but‬‭break‬‭and‬‭lunchtimes‬‭as‬‭well.‬

‭As‬‭you‬‭know,‬‭we‬‭have‬‭had‬‭our‬‭mobile‬‭phone‬‭policy‬‭in‬‭place‬‭for‬‭a‬‭number‬‭of‬‭years‬‭now.‬ ‭Most‬
‭students‬‭adhere‬‭to‬‭the‬‭policy‬‭and‬‭understand‬‭the‬‭reasons‬‭behind‬‭it.‬ ‭However,‬‭if‬‭there‬‭is‬‭an‬
‭incident‬ ‭with‬ ‭a‬ ‭student‬ ‭in‬ ‭school,‬ ‭almost‬ ‭always‬ ‭a‬ ‭mobile‬ ‭phone‬ ‭has‬ ‭a‬ ‭connection‬ ‭to‬ ‭the‬
‭incident‬‭and‬‭I‬‭am‬‭sorry‬‭to‬‭say‬‭that‬‭in‬‭most‬‭cases‬‭there‬‭is‬‭a‬‭parent‬‭either‬‭calling‬‭or‬‭texting‬‭the‬
‭child‬‭or‬‭expecting‬‭the‬‭child‬‭to‬‭call‬‭or‬‭text‬‭them.‬ ‭This‬‭puts‬‭the‬‭child‬‭in‬‭a‬‭very‬‭difficult‬‭position‬
‭of‬ ‭wanting‬ ‭to‬ ‭connect‬‭with‬‭the‬‭expectations‬‭in‬‭school‬‭but‬‭feeling‬‭they‬‭must‬‭respond‬‭to‬‭their‬
‭parents.‬ ‭I‬ ‭am‬ ‭asking‬ ‭you‬ ‭to‬ ‭be‬ ‭reminded‬ ‭of‬ ‭the‬ ‭parent‬ ‭expectations‬ ‭in‬ ‭our‬ ‭behaviour‬
‭curriculum‬ ‭(available‬ ‭to‬ ‭view‬ ‭on‬ ‭the‬ ‭website),‬ ‭and‬‭notably‬‭within‬‭the‬‭Learning‬‭Environment‬
‭section‬ ‭k‬‭now‬ ‭that‬ ‭we‬ ‭support‬ ‭and‬ ‭encourage‬ ‭good‬ ‭practice‬ ‭by‬ ‭reminding‬ ‭students‬
‭that‬ ‭they‬ ‭are‬ ‭allowed‬ ‭to‬ ‭bring‬ ‭mobile‬‭phones‬‭into‬‭school,‬‭but‬‭they‬‭must‬‭not‬‭be‬‭seen‬
‭around‬ ‭the‬‭school‬‭and‬‭should‬‭be‬‭switched‬‭off‬‭and‬‭out‬‭of‬‭sight.‬‭In‬‭addition‬‭the‬‭ability‬
‭to‬ ‭record‬ ‭audio‬ ‭and/or‬ ‭video‬ ‭throughout‬ ‭the‬ ‭school‬ ‭day‬ ‭is‬ ‭strictly‬ ‭prohibited‬‭.‬ ‭If‬ ‭you‬
‭need‬‭to‬‭contact‬‭your‬‭child‬‭urgently‬‭then‬‭we‬‭will‬‭also‬‭ensure‬‭a‬‭message‬‭is‬‭delivered‬‭to‬‭them,‬
‭in‬‭their‬‭class‬‭room,‬‭so‬‭please‬‭call‬‭student‬‭services.‬ ‭This‬‭is‬‭more‬‭efficient‬‭anyway,‬‭as‬‭if‬‭you‬
‭text‬‭your‬‭child‬‭there‬‭is‬‭every‬‭chance‬‭that‬‭they‬‭will‬‭not‬‭see‬‭it‬‭because‬‭they‬‭are‬‭adhering‬‭to‬‭the‬
‭policy.‬

‭I‬‭know‬‭that‬‭we‬‭have‬‭your‬‭support‬‭in‬‭these‬‭matters‬‭and‬‭so‬‭to‬‭further‬‭improve‬‭communication‬
‭we‬ ‭have‬ ‭adjusted‬ ‭our‬ ‭system‬ ‭slightly.‬ ‭Currently,‬ ‭if‬ ‭a‬ ‭student's‬ ‭phone‬ ‭is‬ ‭seen‬ ‭or‬ ‭heard‬
‭(therefore‬‭is‬‭a‬‭disruption),‬‭it‬‭is‬‭confiscated‬‭and‬‭kept‬‭in‬‭a‬‭safe‬‭place‬‭for‬‭the‬‭student‬‭to‬‭collect‬
‭at‬‭the‬‭end‬‭of‬‭the‬‭day.‬ ‭Until‬‭now,‬‭you‬‭might‬‭not‬‭have‬‭known‬‭that‬‭this‬‭had‬‭happened.‬ ‭You‬‭tell‬
‭me‬‭that‬‭you‬‭would‬‭prefer‬‭to‬‭know‬‭if‬‭your‬‭child‬‭did‬‭not‬‭connect‬‭with‬‭the‬‭policy‬‭and‬‭so‬‭we‬‭will‬
‭continue‬‭with‬‭this‬‭practice‬‭but‬‭will‬‭log‬‭it‬‭on‬‭arbor‬‭so‬‭that‬‭you‬‭receive‬‭notification‬‭that‬‭this‬‭has‬
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‭happened.‬ ‭This‬ ‭enables‬ ‭you‬ ‭to‬ ‭discuss‬ ‭the‬ ‭incident‬ ‭with‬ ‭your‬ ‭child‬ ‭at‬‭home‬‭and‬‭note‬‭the‬
‭frequency.‬

‭Yours‬‭sincerely,‬

‭Kate‬‭Finch‬
‭Headteacher‬


