
 
 
 
 

5th December 2025 
Dear Parents, Guardians and Carers, 
 
I hope this update finds you well. 
 
It has been great to see so many of you over the last two weeks at the Year 8 & 11 Parent Evenings, the 
Christmas Carol Service and the Year 13 industry Mock Interviews at which so many of you so generously 
volunteered your time. Each of these four events were wonderful, with special mention for the latter two where 
the Music Academy excelled under the leadership of Miss Thom and Mr Graham, and our Year 13 had the most 
incredible experience, so expertly organised by Mrs Petheram and Mrs Dunne. 
 
SWR update 
Having met with senior management from SWR again last week I feel real progress is being made with some of 
our requests. There is pressure 'right from the very top' that the performance of the 15.31 to Chertsey is 
improved. In the meeting there was a recognition that this service, and I quote, 'has not been a performer for a 
long time' and things must change. 
 
The knock-on of the delay in this service is the transfer at Weybridge where there is a very tight turn around. 
This also exists before school at Weybridge. Due to the pressure placed on SWR official instructions have been 
delivered to the Train Service Team to hold the train receiving students transferring to it for up to 5 minutes to 
allow for a safe transition. In the morning this will be for the 07.33, 08.02, 08.33 into Weybridge and the 
afternoon the 15.38 and 16.08 arrivals from Chertsey. I know this plan has been employed already on a number 
of occasions since its commencement on 24.11.25. There are also plans to get the Alton train (arriving at 
Weybridge in between the 15.38 and 16.08 services) to stop additionally at Walton-on-Thames, Hersham and 
Esher. These adjustments are a huge win for us. Services to and from Staines were also discussed. 
 
Our push to ensure that the trains serving the station were fit for purpose have also been heard, with the line 
now being served by a new fleet of trains with 10 carriages. Safety staff continue to be present on Chertsey 
station. 
 
Along with your support I would also like to thank Monica Harding, MP for Esher and Walton and Salesian 
parent, for the pressure she applied to SWR's Senior Team in delivering these results. 
 
Key Dates 

Date Event 

Monday, 15th December 2025 Preloved Uniform Sale, 3:30pm – 5pm 

Tuesday, 16th December 2025 College Christmas Dinner, pay on Scopay before 8.12.25 

Wednesday, 17th December 2025 School Christmas Dinner, pay on Scopay before 8.12.25 

Friday, 19th December 2025 End of Term – 12pm Finish 

 
So much to look forward to in our remaining two weeks: the School Production, Christmas dinner and Christmas 
video. Mostly however, in this time of Advent we will look forward to our School and College Liturgies which will 
help us all prepare for the coming of our Lord. 
 
God bless,  

 
Paul Gower 
Headteacher 


