
 
 
 
 

16th January 2026 

 
Dear Parents, Guardians and Carers, 
 
I hope this message finds you well, I hope too that your Christmas was a joyful one - it feels quite a long time ago now doesn't 
it? 
 
While my Christmas break was great (and I would have snapped your hand off for a few more days!) it has been lovely to see the 
student and staff upon our return. It was lovely too seeing so many of you at Y13 Parents' Evening and the Y11 Leadership Team 
interviews this week. It is a pivotal time for students in these year groups, and I hope the time that was spent with staff this week 
was valuable. 
 
Catholic Schools Inspection 
As a Catholic school we get the privilege (!) of being inspected twice, under two different frameworks. The Section 48 inspection 
looks at the school's quality of Religious Education, Catholic life and mission and collective worship. It is a two-day inspection 
often undertaken by four or five inspectors. I am providing this information as we are due an inspection this year. When we get 
the call, I will inform you and forward a parent survey and I will of course, get back to you with the outcome when we know it.  
 
The Sacrament of Confirmation 
While we remain very proud of the numbers of students being confirmed from Salesian, we are continually looking at how we 
can improve this number. To that end I will attempt to post the enrolment dates and processes for Confirmation programmes in 
the Weybridge Parish churches at the start of next year. The actual Sacrament of Confirmation for the churches of the Weybridge 
Parish will be across two dates this year, the 1st and 2nd May at St George's Weybridge. I look forward to seeing many of our 
students there. 
 
South West Railway (SWR) update 
As you may have seen we have had some success in our campaigning with SWR. I have been meeting with the team every six 
weeks - monitoring train performance, receiving progress update and demanding change. A concise summery of the confirmed 
improvements is below: 
 

• Change at Weybridge Station: the guard can now delay the departure of the connecting train by up to five minutes. This is 
to allow for students to get up and over the bridge and down onto the train. This is now in operation and has already been 
implemented.  

• In May the Alton service will make an additional stop at Weybridge (1557) and Walton-on-Thames to serve our students if 
the 1531 has been delayed more than 5 minutes. 

• Chertsey Station: repainted yellow lines, refurbishing and opening the Waiting Room, staff present after school to ensure 
safety and the 1531 departure will be served by the newest and largest fleet of trains. 

 
This is all welcome news. I will continue to push hard for the improvement in the reliability of the service on the Chertsey loop, 
but progress is definitely being made. On this front it is important I recognise the work of Monica Harding, MP for Walton and 
Esher, for her support of the school in our work with SWR. 
 
Key Dates in the next fortnight 

Date Event 

Thursday, 29th January 2026 Year 12 Parents Evening 

 
Have a wonderful weekend. 
 
God bless, 

 
Paul Gower  
Headteacher  

 
 
 


