17" July 2025
Dear Parents, Guardians and Carers,
| hope this message finds you well.

Incredibly, that is another academic year done! Whilst both staff and students are exhausted, |
think both groups will agree that it has been a tremendous ride. We have had more trips and
clubs than ever before, record breaking numbers for DofE, the biggest production we have ever
staged, the best GCSE in our history, an Ofsted inspection which came and went and nearly
1900 happy young people. The thought of surpassing some of this next year is not one | can
countenance right now, but I’'m sure I’ll get there.

The below is relatively brief as linked within this update is the newsletter in which | write the
cover article and thank our departing staff. Please click on this link: July Newsletter to read
more.

Travel updates:

A320

Over the summer break, Surrey Highways are undertaking significant works to the A320 directly
outside the school as well as our school frontage. Once complete, these works will see our
vehicle and associated pedestrian entrance move north by 50m, the installation of two bus bays
either side of the pedestrian crossing outside the school and a wider, safer pavement and cycle
route. Throughout the summer break, the pavement on the school side will be closed,
temporary pedestrian crossings at either end and two-way traffic lights on the carriageway
itself.

We have now been told that the works will, in all likelihood, not be complete by the return to
school on 3rd/4th September. We have been working intensely with Surrey CC and the
contractors to ensure our students can safely access and exit the school at the start and end of
the school day, with a particular focus on ensuring the pedestrian route to and from Chertsey
station is suitable. However, it will be the case that the traffic disruption that we have
experienced in recent weeks due to the Affinity water works will still be in evidence at the start
of next term, and at peak times, potentially worse due to the need to prioritise the transfer of
students safely to and from the station. | shall update you before the start of term with the
latest situation but | would urge you to consider how your son or daughter will get to school in
September and if you do need to drive to drop off and/or pick up, you do so a sensible walking
distance from the school. You will not be able to drop off/pick up on the A320 itself or, with few
exceptions, inside the school gates.

You can keep up to date with all the works on the A320 by signing up to the updates using this
link and I would encourage you to do so if you have not already done so. As mentioned earlier, |
will update you at the start of September.

SWR

| have had a positive update meeting with representatives from South West Railway (SWR)
following our previous meeting and the pressure applied. In the meeting SWR have committed
to reviewing the buildings, platform space, rain cover and supervision of Chertsey Station. Rail


https://salesian.surrey.sch.uk/newsletter/
https://group.graham.co.uk/l/1F8/a320northofwoking

community officers will be present, the waiting room will be made available and shelter is to be
provided along the length of platform 1.

In the same meeting data was presented on the performance of the 15:31train from Chertsey to
Weybridge, a train taken by hundreds of our students. For punctuality (arrival within 3 minutes of
advertised departure time), against a network average of 84%, the 15:31 train was on time just
under 75% of the time. The representatives from SWR present admitted that this was not good
enough. | told them that this data says that for 1 in every 4 trains our students are dashing
across Weybridge station to catch a connection. They understood this and promised an
improvement stating that this train had become a ‘golden route’ providing it special protection;
we shall wait and see. For the same train cancellations were at 5.1% (over 1 in 20) against a
network average of 2.9%. A further admission of this not being good enough was received and a
further promise of improvement. Let’s wait and see, the pressure is on.

Thank you

Thank you for your incredible support this year. It takes a village to bring up a child and we will
continue to work with you to be that village.

Don't forget we will have an IT blackout for 24 hours from 0930 Thursday 17.7.25.

What a twelve months it has been. Same again next year?

Have a super Summer.

God bless,
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