
23rd May 2025 
Dear Parents, Guardians and Carers, 
 
I hope this email finds you well. 
 
A fairly short message today at the end of a half term that has fairly zipped off the conveyor belt! 
 
Today we say goodbye to Katie Hibbins-Durkin, School Chaplain and RE teacher whom I’m sure 
many of you will know. While this is sad for us at Salesian it is too a moment of real celebration. 
Called by the holy spirit her sense was now is the time, so we know it is right. It seems 
somewhat apt that Mrs Hibbins-Durkin is leaving on the Feast of Mary Help of Christians as she 
for a long time has felt like ‘Katie Help of Salesians’. The grace and comfort Catholics and 
Salesians have found in praying to Mary, the people of Salesian have found in her over the last 8 
years. 
 
Many children have recognised her impact with gifts and cards, but many others would have 
silently recognised her impact on trips, retreats, Chaplaincy activities and the now legendary 
walk in the woods. Her commitment to them both evident in the amount of time spent outside 
of school with Salesian students and by the fact that for the last 18 months she has been driving 
from Cannock, north of Birmingham, every working day, to stay part of our Salesian community. 
 
Mrs Hibbins-Durkin has been there for the staff too. We have talked with her, sung with her (how 
will the staff choir replace that magical voice?), prayed with her, she has been there in good 
times and bad. She was also there for Mrs Clarey when she needed her. She brought light into 
the life of Mrs Clarey, she brought light to vulnerable students, to those she met as part of her 
Chaplaincy work or in her RE lessons, and she brought light to staff and parents too. Her light 
will continue to shine long after her return to Cannock, and we’ll pray that one day it’ll lead her 
back to us. I would like to say a very public thank you for her immense contribution over the last 
8 years. 
 
The examinations for the Year 11s and 13s are progressing well. If you are a parent tip toeing 
around your Year 11 or 13 child (like I am) keep up the good work, only about three weeks to go. 
On the Year 11s and 13s, we had a wonderful celebration today of their time with us. Both year 
groups, with much credit going to Mr Birkitt and Mr Bridgland, have acquitted themselves 
marvellously over their respective 5 and 7 years. They have served us with their humour, with 
their hard work, with their determination and focus, they have served us with their warmth and 
with a Salesian uniqueness every year group possesses. When reflecting back it is easy to forget 
about the challenges along the way, but they have been the minority experience in two year 
groups, wonderfully led, and proudly Salesian. 
 
Wishing you and your family a wonderful half term 
 
God bless, 

 
Paul Gower | Headteacher | Salesian School Chertsey 


