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This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across
three areas — curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences — and
what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and
parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our
pupils’ music education.

Part A: Curriculum music

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and
any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.

Our school delivers music using the Charanga Primary Music Scheme of Learning.
Music taught once a week, to each class, by their class teacher. As a specialist in
music education, Mr Bell (our Assistant Head Teacher) is able to deliver music to
children in year 2, 4, 5, and 6. This forms part of class teacher’'s PPA cover.

Kensington Avenue Primary School has an extended learning provision (ELP), catering
towards the needs of children with SEND predominantly with an EHCP. Some children
are able through inclusion to access mainstream lessons, and depending on their
needs, are supported to access the mainstream music curriculum.

Music has one hour on the timetable reserved for lessons. Each lesson is formed
around opportunities to listen, sing, appraise and compose music using the interrelated
dimensions. Children have access to a range of tuned and un-tuned percussion and



https://charanga.com/site/

this forms part of our instrumental teaching. During the academic year, selected year
groups will also have the opportunity to learn a standard instrument for example the
recorder in year 2 and woodwind instruments in year 4.

Our ambition is for children to gain a thorough understanding of how to read, perform
and compose using standard notation. We use a range of approaches informed
through Kodaly practice. Using solfege and Curwen hand signs, children build their
sense of pitch and internalise pitch relationships and intervals. Later in KS2, the
children are introduced to the stave and how to represent those same solfege interval
relationships. We start with a two-line stave and the interval of a minor third and build
children’s understanding outwards from there.

We teach stick rhythm notation firstly starting with rhythm syllables. Our curriculum
equips our children with the ability to interpret the rhythm of song words using these
rhythm syllables. Later the children dictate the rhythm of song words to using stick

notation to represent the same rhythm syllables.

In both the cases of pitch and rhythm, children also use what they have learned to
compose songs and musical ideas, which are captured using the notation described
above.

Part B: Co-curricular music

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time,
including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music
beyond the core curriculum.

We are working with our local music hub to expand the offering of individual and group
music lessons. There is scope to use funding to support families to access musical
tuition.

Choir

Our music staff run a KS2 choir weekly after school. Each we rehearse a range of
different music with the intention of performing both internally and externally to local
audiences. Being part of the Manor Trust enables us to work in collaboration with our
Secondary school. Working in partnership with secondary colleagues, our choir gives
joint performances with older students and their school choirs. This experience allows
our children to perform complex music with multiple independent parts.

Singing Assemblies

These opportunities are supported with additional singing assemblies once a week,
divided between KS 1 and 2. The children sing a diverse range of songs that reflect
both the values of the school and the curriculum throughout the year.




In addition to this, each class has sharing assemblies where they showcase their
learning across the curriculum. The children will prepare a song to perform, that may
also include instrumental parts, which links to their learning.

Part C. Musical experiences

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as
singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.

The school has a partnership with St Oswald’s, a local church. We use their space to
hold a carol concert and nativity performances around Christmas. These are well
attended by children and the community and are free of charge.

In the future

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.

Developing Instrumental Tuition

In the coming academic year, we plan to partner with the Croydon Music and Arts to
provide whole class music tuition. We intend to support families to continue with small
group and individual tuition. Our ambition is to grow the number of children engaged in
study of an instrument. We will make use of in-house expertise by developing that
instrumental tuition around woodwind instruments and our specialist music teacher.

Additional Musical Ensembles

We will gather and record information about which children may be receiving
instrumental tuition outside of school/privately. We will then use this information to
help start a school band/orchestra. Our aspiration is to hold concerts displaying this
ensemble and the choir. Furthermore, these concerts will provide an opportunity for
solo performances.




