continued support, it truly makes a difference.

From exciting Off The Page learning experiences to the magic of the pantomime and plenty of festive fun, this half
term has been filled with memorable moments. From the charming Reception Nativity performances to joyful carol
singing and the beautiful Year 5 and 6 carol concert at the church, the festive spirit has truly shone throughout our
school community. The children have impressed us with their curiosity and perseverance; it’s been wonderful to see
their confidence grow through these enriching experiences.

As we look ahead, we’re excited for the new year and all the learning adventures it will bring. Thank you for your

Wishing you all a restful and happy holiday season, and we look forward to an inspiring spring term! My Petile

Festive Fun and Fantastic Fundraising at Our Winter Fete

Thursday 18th December 2025

Our annual Winter Fete was a fantastic celebration of community spirit and festive fun! Families, friends and staff came together to enjoy an
afternoon filled with games, delicious treats, craft stalls and seasonal entertainment. The atmosphere was buzzing as children explored the

activities and everyone joined in the excitement of the raffle.

Thanks to your incredible generosity and support, we are thrilled to announce that the event raised an
amazing £2,800! These funds will go directly towards enhancing learning experiences and resources for

the children.

A huge thank you to our dedicated staff and everyone who attended; you made this event truly special.

What a wonderful way to end the year- thank you for spreading cheer!

We look forward to more memorable moments in 2026.

Pantomime Magic Comes to School

This half term, our school hall was transformed
into a world of laughter, music and mischief as
the pantomime rolled into town! There were
boos, cheers and plenty of “He’s behind you!”
moments that had everyone in stitches. The children sang their hearts out,
shouted themselves hoarse and even tried to outwit the villain. It was a
brilliant day of festive fun that reminded us all why pantomimes are such a
magical tradition. A huge thank you to the performers for bringing just the
right amount of chaos- we can’t wait for the encore next year!

Choir Shoppers were treated to a joyful selection of traditional
and modern carols, creating a magical atmosphere and
spreading holiday cheer. The event wasn’t just about music;
it was about making a difference, as donations collected will
Cheer at support the charity, St Luke’s Hospice. The children
Lakeside  received the largest single donation to date- £300! We are

; incredibly proud of our talented singers
for their enthusiasm and commitment to
% giving back to the community. Thank you

-/ ‘ to everyone who came along and

[E2AM B%2\. supported this wonderful cause!

Spreading
Festive

This half term, the children had the exciting opportunity to take part in
interactive Off The Page workshops, designed to make their history
topics truly come alive. Through hands-on activities, role play and
immersive storytelling, the children explored key historical periods in a
way that was both engaging and memorable.

These workshops sparked curiosity and deepened understanding,
allowing the children to experience history beyond the classroom and
connect with the past in a meaningful way. It was wonderful to see their
enthusiasm and thoughtful questions throughout the sessions.

Thank you to all the parent helpers that joined these workshops!

Year 1’s Adventure with Paddington Bear

Year 1 enjoyed a wonderful local walk with a very special
guest- Paddington Bear! The children were full of excitement
as they set off to explore the park and learn more about their
local area. Along the way, they spotted landmarks, observed
nature and practiced important road safety skills.
Paddington was a big hit, joining in the fun, exploring the
woodland and even having a go on the swings and slide,
which caused lots of giggles! This outing was a fantastic
opportunity for the children to combine their learning with
real-world experiences, all while sharing the adventure with
their furry friend.

A big well done to Year 1 for their enthusiasm and curiosity
throughout the day!

Home Learning Highlights: Creativity in Action!

We've been absolutely amazed by the creativity and effort
the children have put into their home learning projects this
half term! From dramatic models and artwork inspired by
the Great Fire of London to detailed Henry VIII portraits and
family trees, the variety of ideas has been incredible. Some
of the children have also explored their own stories through
‘All About Me’ timelines, tackled the Stone Age, explored
fractions in imaginative ways and brought history to life with
projects on The Blitz. It's been wonderful to see such
enthusiasm and originality shining through every piece of
work. A huge well done to all our brilliant young learners. We
can’t wait to see what creations next half term will bring!

Remember to regularly check your emails and SIMS Parent App for updates and news on all of the events going on in school.




Collection from Clubs
Please be reminded that during spring 1 half term (Tuesday 6th January to Friday 13th February), any children
attending after school clubs must be collected and will not be permitted to walk home alone. This is to ensure the
safety of all of the children attending clubs due to it being dark so early during these winter months.

Six o’clock Club
Six o’clock club is available for all children from Reception to Year 6 (from 3:10pm to 6:00pm). The children take part
in fun activities and enjoy extra time with their friends. Please contact the school office for further details.

BCA
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Netwerk

The Parent Teacher Network -
(PTN) is a group of parents, ,. 0%@’
carers, and school staff who \\‘i%

work together to support the
school community.

As parents and carers, we will
support the teachers with
planning and running
fundraising activities,
community projects,
volunteering for school
events, providing resources
and most importantly
enhancing communication
between school, home and
the local community.

ASK THE POPPPS \
SCHOOL OFFICE e e ee

FOR JOINING “

INFORMATION




50 Things to do before 11 3/4
A letter has gone out to all parents/carers regarding our new 50 Things initiative. The children have also been given a
copy of the 50 Things list.
The children are all very excited to get started and share their experiences with the staff and their peers at school.

BELMONT CASTLE ACADEMY
50 things to do before 11 3/4

1. Learn to play an instrument

2. 7 Attend a live music event

3. - Perform on stage

Y. ¥ Learn a dance

5. - Go to the theatre

6. Take part in a water fight
7.%: Fly a kite

B. " Have a piece of your artwork
displayed for all to see

9. Learn to tie your shoes

10. Write a letter to a public figure

11. ¥ Learn a new language

12. % Make a den

13.1 Visit a place of interest in
London

. i Visit a museum

15.58 Camp under the stars

16.. . Sleep at least one night away
from home

17. & Walk in the woods

18.+= Visit a farm

19.%" See a wild animal

20. 7 Make a speech or take part in a
debate

21. - Learn a poem by heart and
perform it

22. © Raise money for charity

23.

26. " Take part in a sports
competition

27.” Learn a new skill

28..  Teach a skill to someone else

29.é Roll down a hill

30.." Go to the beach

31.= Go for a picnic

32.“* Learn first aid

33. 5+ Learn how to ride a bike

34. , Take part in a celebration for
a faith or culture other than
your own

35. | Plant, grow and eat
something

36.0), Learn to cock a meal

37.55 Go to the cinema

38. Eat a mealin a restaurant

39. © Complete chores at home

HO..” Write your own story

1. | Learn how to tie a tie

42.  Enter a competition

43.9" Complete an act of kindness

4y, @ Explore your family tree

Ys. ... Get up to watch the sunrise
and stay up to see the sunset

46. . Swim in the sea

47. - [ 1 Meet a professional person
and speak with them about their
job

48._ . Work alongside an expert
49.: 1 Use a map to follow a route
50. DBe arole medel for our school




Autumn 2 2025 House Points

House

Points

Arthur

1,950

1,993

Lancelot

2,109

Guinevere

1,975

WELL DONE TEAM LANCELOT!

All children are allocated to a house team. The children earn tokens for their team and, at the end of each half term, the winning team are
rewarded with the house cup and an extra play time. At the end of the school year, the winning house receive a special treat and their

house name gets added to the shield!

Spring 1 Dates for your Diary

Who is it for?

Event

Date & Time

Whole school

Early finish (1:00pm)

Thursday 18th December

Whole school

Half term break

Friday 19th December to Monday 5th January

Whole school

Return to school

Tuesday 6th January

Years 5 & 6 Athletics Team

Indoor Athletics Comp

Friday 9th January

Parents/Carers of children in 5L) & 4LF

Parent/Carer Workshop

Friday 9th January at 2:30pm

Whole school

Individual Photos

Tuesday 13th January

Years 5 & 6 Badminton Team

Badminton Comp

Friday 16th January

Choir children

02 Young Voices Concert

Monday 19th January

Year 6 children

Bikeability

Monday 19th to Thursday 22nd January

Year 4 children

Bikeability

Friday 23rd January

Parents/Carers of children in 4TR & 4SK

Parent/Carer Workshop

Friday 23rd January at 2:30pm

Reception children

Hearing & Vision Checks

Wednesday 28th January

All children

Book Fair

Thursday 29th & Friday 30th January — After School
Monday 2nd & Tuesday 3rd February — After School

Swimming Team

Swimming Gala

Friday 30th January

Gymnastics Team

Gymnastics Comp

Friday 6th February

Parents/Carers of children in 3RL

Parent/Carer Workshop

Friday 6th February at 2:30pm

Parents/Carers of children in Year 6

SATs Meeting

Tuesday 10th February, 9:00am to 9:30am

School Council children

Mayor Visit

Wednesday 11th February

Whole school

Half term holidays

Monday 16th February to Friday 20th February

Whole school

Children return to school

Monday 23rd February

*Some dates may change or may be added throughout the half term, so please continue to check your emails and SIMS Parent APP

regularly for updates.




