involved, your support makes a real difference.

Wishing you all a restful half-term break and looking forward to an inspiring Autumn Term 2.

It has been a busy and exciting start to the academic year. Whether your child is new to our school or returning for
another year, we’ve been delighted to see them settle in, build friendships and embrace new learning opportunities.
This term, the children have impressed us with their curiosity and perseverance. From creative writing and science
week to sporting and musical achievements, there has been so much to celebrate.

Looking ahead, we have a packed calendar for the rest of the term, including enrichment trips/visits and festive
events. We'll continue to keep you updated through our regular communications and we encourage you to stay
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Medical Science Week

discovery, and inspiration.

Well done to all our budding scientists!

Science Week was a huge hit across the school, with this year's theme of medical science sparking curiosity and creativity in every
classroom. Children arrived dressed as doctors, nurses, paramedics and even in science-themed fancy dress, bringing a real buzz to the
corridors! One of the highlights was our interactive journey through the body, where children travelled from class to K
class learning about vital organs and their functions in fun, hands-on ways. Year 2 and Year
6 also took part in first aid training, gaining valuable life skills and confidence. To top it all
off, our science project showcase featured some truly amazing creations, from anatomical
models to inventive health-related experiments. It was a fantastic week of learning,

Giving Back Through Harvest and World Food Day

The school came together to celebrate Harvest with a
special focus on World Food Day. In assembly, the
children learnt about the importance of food security
and supporting those in need. Thanks to the incredible generosity of our
families and staff, we received a wonderful array of food donations. These
contributions will go directly to supporting our local community, helping to
tackle food poverty and ensure that vulnerable families have access to
essential items. We’re so proud of our children for their compassion and
awareness, and grateful to everyone who donated. Thank you!

This term, the children have thoroughly enjoyed
getting stuck into swimming lessons in our fantastic
onsite mobile pool. It’s been a joy to watch their
confidence blossom, and their skills develop,
whether mastering a new stroke or simply feeling
more at ease in the water. The positive impact has
been clear to see and we’re thrilled that so many
children have embraced the challenge with
enthusiasm. Following the success of this initiative,
we’re delighted to confirm that swimming sessions
will return next September.

Here’s to more

splashing success
next year!

Sporting Success Across the School!

We're incredibly proud of the children’s recent sporting achievements.
Our tag rugby team were unstoppable - winning every game and
finishing 1st out of 24 schools in the borough tournament! Their
teamwork, determination and sportsmanship were outstanding. They
have made it through to the Essex Rugby Final.

Meanwhile, our cross-country runners also did brilliantly in the borough
competition, coming 3rd overall, and with several children & teams
achieving top finishes and qualifying for the county-level round.

A huge well done to all the children who took part - you’ve represented
our school with pride and shown what dedication can achieve!

A Special Visit from MP Jen Craft

We were delighted to welcome our local MP, Jen Craft, to
Belmont Castle Academy this term. During her visit, she
toured the school, spent time in classrooms and spoke with
children about their learning and aspirations. One of the
highlights was her interview with our School Council, who
asked thoughtful questions about her role and the workings
of government. Impressed by their enthusiasm and curiosity,
she extended a special invitation for the School Council to
visit the Houses of Parliament - a fantastic opportunity to
deepen their understanding of democracy and civic
responsibility. It was a memorable day for everyone involved
and we’re proud to see the children engaging so confidently
with public life.

¥

Dazzling Home Learning Creations

We’ve been absolutely amazed by the imagination and
dedication the children have poured into their recent home
learning projects! From charming Paddington Bear art and
colourful rainforest creations to icy explorations of the Arctic
and fiery models of erupting volcanoes, the creativity on
display has been nothing short of inspiring. Children have
also brought the Alps to life with stunning 3D landscapes and
shared fascinating facts about living things through detailed
posters! It’s been a joy to see such a rich variety of ideas and
talents flourish. Well done to all our brilliant young learners.
We can’t wait to see what exciting creations the next half-
term will bring!

Remember to regularly check your emails and SIMS Parent App for updates and news on all of the events going on in school.




Collection from Clubs
Please be reminded that from the start of autumn 2 half term (Monday 10th November) through to the end of
spring 1 half term (Friday 13th February), any children attending after school clubs must be collected and will not
be permitted to walk home alone. This is to ensure the safety of all of the children attending clubs due to it being
dark so early during these winter months.

Six o’clock Club
Six o’clock club is available for all children from Reception to Year 6 (from 3:10pm to 6:00pm). The children take
part in fun activities and enjoy extra time with their friends. Please contact the school office for further details.

.ewrfleet-on-Thameg
Join our members only shopping
One-off
£3 scheme.
Joining fee ((— Where you can access a weekly
\ top-up shop, get 10 items a week,
®-==_=-— equivalent to about £25 worth of
shopping for just £5
% VEGETABLE (whether your working or not, we are here
Gy for everyone in Purfleet, Aveley, West

% LD Thurrock, South Ockendon & now Grays &
Chafford Hundred on Mondays only)

Open Monday & Thursday
10am -2pm

32 River Court, Centurion way, Purfleet-on-Thames,
Rm19 1Z2Y

The Pantry Café is also open and accessible to all, so
why not pop in for a cuppa and a low cost bite to eat
Pop in to sign up or Join Online
www.yourlocalpantry.co.uk
Contact us on 07342 469306 or email

purﬂeetcommunitypantry@outlook.com
€ run, if you like to join our team

: 'please Speak to a member of staff




Autumn 1 2025 House Points

House Points

Arthur 660

713 @

Lancelot 685

Guinevere 665

WELL DONE TEAM MERLIN!

All children are allocated to a house team. The children earn tokens for their team and, at the end of each half term, the winning team are
rewarded with the house cup and an extra play time. At the end of the school year, the winning house receive a special treat and their
house name gets added to the shield!

Autumn 1 Dates for your Diary

Who is it for? Event Date & Time

Whole school Half term break Monday 27th October to Friday 7th November

Whole school Return to school Monday 10th November

All children (those opted for flu vaccines) Flu vaccines (follow up) Monday 10th November

All parents/carers Henry Programme Wednesday 12th November (every Wednesday), 9:00-11:00am

Year 6 children Off the Page workshop Thursday 13th November

All children Children in Need Day Friday 14th November

All children Anti-bullying Week Week commencing Monday 17th November

All children (those opted for flu vaccines) Flu vaccines (follow up) Monday 17th November

Years 2 children Off the Page workshop Tuesday 18th November

Year 1 children Local walk Tuesday 18th, Wednesday 19th & Thursday 20th November

Years 5 children Walk Online Roadshow Wednesday 19th November

Parents/carers of children in 6SB and 6KB | Parent/carer workshop Thursday 20th November, 2:30-3:00pm

Year 5 children Off the Page workshop Monday 24th & Tuesday 25th November

Parents/carers of children in 6JP and 5DW | Parent/carer workshop Friday 28th November, 2:30-3:00pm

Nursery and Reception children Oral Health workshop Monday 1st December

Parents/carers of Rocksteady children Rocksteady concert Friday 5th December, 10:00-11:30am

Choir children Singing at Lakeside Week commencing Monday 8th December (day & time TBC)

All children and parents/carers Winter fete Wednesday 10th December, 3:00-5:30pm

Parents/carers of children in 5SHB and 5RC | Parent/carer workshop Friday 12th December, 2:30-3:00pm

Parents/carers of children in Nursery & Carol singing Week commencing Monday 15th December (days & times
Years1,2,3&4 TBC)

Parents/carers of Reception Nativity performance Monday 15th & Tuesday 16th December (days & times TBC)

Parents/carers of children in Years 5 & 6 Church Singing Concert Tuesday 16th December, 1:00-3:00pm

All children Christmas Jumper Day Wednesday 17th December

All children Christmas lunch Wednesday 17th December

Parents/carers of all children School finishes at 1:00pm | Thursday 18th December

Whole school Half term holidays Friday 19th December to Monday 5th January

Whole school Children return to school | Tuesday 6th January

*Some dates may change or may be added throughout the half term, so please continue to check your emails and SIMS Parent APP
regularly for updates.
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