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History units with key learning points - September 2024  

 
  Autumn 1  Spring 1  Summer 1 

Reception 
 

Understanding 

the World 

Ourselves 

 

Talk about the lives of the people around them 

and their roles in society  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Traditional tales from the past  

 

Know some similarities and differences 

between things in the past and now, drawing 

on their experiences and what has been read 

in class  

 

Understand the past through settings, 

characters and events encountered in books 

read in class 

Adventures through time 

 

Compare and contrast characters from 

stories, including figures from the past. 

 
 

Year 1 Travel & Transport  

 

The invention of the wheel made it faster and 

easier to transport things.  

 

Transport has changed over time.  

 

Change can have positive and negative 

consequences.  

 

In 1804 Richard Trevithick invented the first 

working steam powered train.  

 

In 1885 Karl Benz helped invent the first working 

car.  

 

Mary Seacole & Florence Nightingale  

 

Significant people: Mary Seacole & Florence 

Nightingale  

 

Mary was born in 1805 - her mother was 

Jamaican and her father was Scottish.  

 

Mary always wanted to be a nurse, like her 

mother. Mary experienced racism.  

 

She wasn't allowed to join the British nurses in 

the Crimean war so she made her own way 

there to help.  

 

 Toys 

 

Toys have changed over time 

as new materials have been invented such 

as plastic 

 

Toys from the past include: Jack the box, 

carousel music box, humming top, 

kaleidoscope, wooden cup and ball, 

wooden yoyo.  

 

Toys used in present day include: 

playstation, football, gadgets, board games,  

Plastic dolls, lego…. 
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In 1903 Orville and Wilbur Wright invented the 

first working aeroplane. 

Mary’s understanding of medicine helped her 

to treat people with cholera, a very dangerous 

disease.  

 

Florence was born in 1820 in a big city in Italy. 

She went to the Crimean War to nurse 

wounded soldiers. 

She became known as 'The Lady with the 

Lamp'. 

Florence Nightingale is remembered for 

showing people that nursing was a very 

important job 

Mary lived at the same time as Florence 

Nightingale – Florence was remembered for 

her work but people forgot about Mary for 100 

years 

Everyday objects have similarities and 

differences with those used for the same 

purpose in the past. 

 

Year 2 Great Fire of London 

 

The fire started on Pudding Lane in the early 

morning of 2 September 1666, inside a bakery 

and burned until the 5th September.  

 

There were many fire hazards in the City of 

London in 1666.  

 

What is a monarch? 
 
Recall that a monarch is a king or queen and 
in the past their had all the power to make 
decisions  
 
William the Conqueror kept order and 
conquered England. 
 
King John made an important promise, called 
the Magna Carta, to the people of England.  

 Pirates 
 
A pirate is a person who attacks and robs 
ships at sea 
 
Famous pirates/facts on: Blackbeard, Anne 
Bonny, Calico Jack, Mary Reed, William 
Kidd and Sir Francis Drake.  
 
There was a lot of inequality in the past and 
due to overcrowding and unemployment 
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King Charles II was king of England at the time 

and Thomas Bloodworth was Lord Mayor of 

London in 1666.  

 

An eyewitness is someone who sees something 

happen and can describe it to others.  

 

Samuel Pepys was an eyewitness who recorded 

his experience of the Great Fire in 1666. 

 

 
A parliament is a group of people who are 
chosen to make decisions about a country.  
 
King Charles I believed in the divine right of 
kings.  
 
He was the only monarch to be executed.  
 
Oliver Cromwell became Lord Protector when 
England did not have a king.  
 
 
 

this forced many people into the world of 
pirating. 
 
Challenging gender stereotypes: Mary 
Reed who, after the death of her husband, 
wore male clothing so that she could work 
to provide for her family. 
 
 

Year 3 The Ages  

Stone Age, Bronze Age or Iron Age? 

 

Artefacts (primary source) were found by 

archaeologists at Skara Brae which give clues 

about the homes, people and communities in Pre 

- historic Britain.  

 

Animals were a source of food, clothes and tools 

for early humans.  

 

The three eras of the stone age were: 

Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic .  

 

In the Neolithic era humans formed settlements .  

 

Discovery of bronze changed tools and weapons. 

 

The Shang Dynasty  

 

The Shang Dynasty was an ancient civilisation 

in China that began around 1600 BCE and 

lasted over 500 years. 

 

Cheng Tang was the first emperor of the 

Shang Dynasty.  

 

Artefacts discovered in Fu Hao’s tomb tell 

historians that she was a rich, powerful, 

important and popular leader.  

 

The Shang Dynasty had many achievements 

including writing, use of bronze, creating art, 

mapping stars, moons and planets.  

 

Ancient Egypt  

Egypt is in northeast Africa; ancient Egypt 

was divided into Upper and Lower Egypt; 

the River Nile flows through the country  

 

Ancient gods and goddesses: Nun, Atum, 

Shu, Tefnut, Geb, Nut, Osiris, Isis, Seth, 

Nephthys and Horus. 

 

Pharaohs (King of Egypt) were so important 

that they were considered to be half god 

and half man. 

 

The pharaohs’ bodies were stored in 

pyramids in preparation for the afterlife 

 Mummification was a process of 

embalming that preserved bodies after 
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Iron Age Britons lived in organised tribal groups, 

ruled by a chieftain. 

As people became more numerous, fights broke 

out between opposing tribes. This led to the 

building of hill forts. The first had been built about 

1,500 BC.  

Britain exported hunting dogs, animal skins and 

slaves. 

 

They identified the year was made up of 365 

¼ days.  

 

The Shang Dynasty fell because King Zhou 

lived a life of excess.  

 

People of the Shang Dynasty were skilled at 

working with bronze. 

death. This process, which took 70 days to 

complete, involved removing all the 

moisture from a body so that it wouldn’t 

decay easily. 

Tombs were built for the pharaohs. The 

pharaoh would be placed in an inner 

chamber of the pyramid, along with all the 

jewels, furniture, food and other items he or 

she would need in the afterlife.  

 

The largest pyramid is the Great Pyramid of 

Giza. 

Year 4 Romans 

 

The Roman Empire covered lands in Europe, 

parts of Africa and western Asia. 

 

Roman armies were well organised which allowed 

them to conquer other countries – they were one 

of the most successful armies in history.  

 

Emperor Claudius invaded Britain in 43 CE.  

 

Queen Boudicca led a revolt against the Romans 

in Britain in about 60 CE.  

 

The impact of the Romans in Britain can still be 

seen today for example in roads, language, 

buildings and culture. 

 

Ancient Greece  

 

Ancient Greece was a civilisation named 

Hellas. The people called themselves 

Hellenes.  

 

It was made of four city states: Athens, 

Sparta, Corinth and Thebes.  

 

Democracy was created by the Ancient 

Greeks – only men who owned land were 

allowed to vote.  

 

The Ancient Greeks used myths and a belief 

in different gods to help them understand the 

world around them.  

 

Victorian Britain      

The British Empire grew to become the first 

global industrial power, producing much of 

the world's coal, iron, steel and textiles     

 

During the Victorian era, living and working 

conditions changed a great deal.  

 

There was a social class system made of 

upper, middle and working class.  

 

The Industrial Revolution spanned from 

around 1760 until 1900.  

 

As the industry grew, the city population 

increased which impacted pollution, living 

conditions and health. 

 

https://kids.kiddle.co/Tribe
https://kids.kiddle.co/Hill_fort
https://kids.kiddle.co/Slavery
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 Alexander the Great was a strong leader who 

extended the Ancient Greek empire. 

  

 Legislation was passed throughout the 

Industrial Revolution which aimed to 

improve equality.  

 

Children did many jobs such as hurries, 

haulers, trappers and breakers.         

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 African Kingdoms (Benin) 

Benin Kingdom (900CE – 1897CE) was located 

mostly in modern day Nigeria Benin was ruled by 

Ogisos (rulers of the sky) and later by Obas.  

 

Many Edo people worked in bronze guilds, 

producing brass works which became known as 

the Benin ‘Bronzes’.  

 

Due to its location by the River Niger and the 

Atlantic, Benin people created trade links with 

Portugal, trading enslaved people, ivory and 

textiles for guns and brass (which was considered 

sacred).  

 

Raw materials produced by slave labour, such as 

sugar, rice and cotton, were taken to Europe to 

sell.  

Comparing a non European society with 

Anglo-Saxons : Early Islamic Civilizations  

 

The Islamic empire spread from the Middle 

East, west to North Africa and Spain and east 

to India 

Early Islamic civilisation began in Mecca in 

AD610. A man named Muhammad began to 

experience what he believed were messages 

from God. Those who believed in these 

messages became known as Muslims. The 

religion they followed was called Islam. 

 
Many buildings had patterns on them made 
with tiles.Others had handwriting called 
calligraphy on them with words from the holy 
book, the Qur’an. 
 

Windrush  

 

Windrush was the name of a ship that 

brought people from the Caribbean to 

Britain.  

 

The Windrush arrived in Britain in 1948 at 

the port of Tilbury. The ship carried 492 

Caribbean migrants, who were mainly 

World War Two veterans. This arrival 

started the Windrush generation, which 

ended in 1960 

 

They were invited to help to rebuild Britain 

after World War II, in 1948 .  

 

Many Caribbean people faced injustice and 

racism 
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European countries, including Britain, developed 

industries rapidly because of the money that the 

slave trade brought in.  

 

In 1897CE, Britain overthrew the Benin Kingdom. 

 

 

 
After Muhammad's death, leaders called 
caliphs ruled the Islamic Empire and it 
continued to grow. 
 
Houses were built of mudbrick, stone or 
sometimes wood. 
 
Baghdad was known as the Round City 
because it was built in a circle 
There was free education, free health care, 

public baths, paved streets (lit at night),litter 

collection and sewage systems. 

Baghdad was on the Silk Road so was a 

centre for trade, and attractive because of its 

water supply and fertile soil 

Baghdad was a circular city with palaces, 

mosques, gardens, parks, and a hospital. 

 

The arrival of Carribean workers helped to 

make Britain a multiracial and multicultural 

society .  

 

Floella Benjamin, John Agard and Mona 

Baptiste are famous people who are 

Windrush Generation 

 

 

 

Year 6 Local history study  

Kennington is named in the Domesday Book of 

1086 as Chenintune. It is recorded as Kenintone 

in 1229 and Kenyngton in 1263 

 

Kennington was regarded in ancient times as a 

sacred place of assembly. 

 

Edward III gave the manor of Kennington to his 

oldest son Edward the Black Prince in 1337 

Twentieth Century Conflict  

 

The murder of Archduke Franz Ferdinand in 

1914 resulted in much of Europe and Russia 

taking sides against each other.  

 

When Germany invaded Belgium in 1914, 

Britain joined the war because it had an 

agreement to defend Belgium against attack.  

 

Civil Rights & Changes  

Civil rights are the rights of all people to be 

treated equally.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domesday_Book
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_III_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_the_Black_Prince
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At the start of the century, the area was 

essentially a village on the southern roads into 

London, with a common on which public 

executions took place. 

 

In 1751, Kennington Road was built from 

Kennington Common (as it then was; now 

Kennington Park) to Westminster Bridge Road. 

By the 1770s, terraces of houses were built on 

the east side of Kennington Road and Cleaver 

Square (then called Prince's Square) was laid out 

in 1788. 

Michael Searles, architect and developer, built 

semi-detached houses along Kennington Park 

Road in the 1790s. 

Landmarks: Kennington park, The Oval Cricket 

ground, Stane street  

Notable people who lived in Kennington: Vincent 

Van Gogh & Charlie Chaplin,  

 

 

 

The Western Front was a 400km stretch of 

land from the English Channel to Switzerland. 

Over a million men were killed or wounded in 

the Battle of the Somme between July and 

November 1916.  

 

The Treaty of Versailles placed heavy burdens 

on Germany to make reparations for the First 

World War.  

 

The Nazi Party was voted to power in 1933, 

promising to make life better for the German 

people.  

 

In 1939 Germany invaded Poland. This 

triggered the start of World War II. 

People can make changes to the law 

through legal protests such as boycotts, 

strikes and marches.  

The Bristol Bus Boycott in 1963 

successfully challenged racist employment 

laws which prevented Black and Asian 

workers from working on the buses.  

In 1965 the Race Relations Act made it 

illegal to show racial discrimination in public 

places.  

The Disability Discrimination Act in 1995 

made it illegal for employers to discriminate 

against someone because of a disability 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kennington_Road
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kennington_Common
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cleaver_Square
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cleaver_Square
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_Searles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kennington_Park_Road
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kennington_Park_Road
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