Understand

Encourage

Inspire

Equip

By studying music at ABS, we intend for all children to have gained the procedural and substantive knowledge
they need to take the subject further at secondary school, while enjoying themselves and expressing
themselves through music. We want our children to have explored a range of cultures and styles of music
from around the world, such as Blues, Rock, Samba, African drumming and Chinese folk. The curriculum not

only reflects their interests and heritage but also familiarises them with the classics of the Western canon of
orchestral music. Our intention is to inspire children to take up and study an instrument at grade level, to have
the opportunity to join one of our bands and to gain performance and teamwork skills.

EYFES - Intention

EYFS children learn to move to music,
sing and play along with familiar
songs, gaining confidence to perform
for an audience. They express
opinions about music and begin
understanding vocabulary like pitch
and tempo.

KS1 - Intention

In KS1, children build on EYFS skills,
responding to more music genres in
varied ways. They begin creating
simple compositions using their
choice of percussion instruments.

KS2 = Intention

In KS2, children develop a deep
appreciation of various music genres.
They have the opportunity to learn
instruments to grade level and to
perform in concerts. They can read a
stave of music and describe what
they hear using Tier 3 vocabulary.

Music in EYFES — Implementation

Music is taught in dedicated lessons
each week. Concepts and songs are
revisited during children’s
independent learning and play.

Children use untuned percussion
instruments to explore concepts like
playing to the beat, dynamic changes
i.e. getting louder or softer, and timbre
- choosing the right sound to
represent a feeling or character.

Each year, children learn songs to
perform in their Christmas Nativity.
During the year, they perform to
classmates and parents. Music
lessons always include signs,
movement and dancing to engage all
children and build memory through
multi-sensory learning.

Music in KS1 — Implementation

In KS1, children begin to use
symbols and imagery to record and
read the music which they are
making and playing along to.

Key vocabulary such as ‘pitch’,
‘tempo’ and ‘pulse’ is introduced.
Children learn to respond to
directions such as ‘play a fast tempo’
or ‘choose a high-pitched sound.’
They make intentional choices from
a range of untuned percussion
instruments in order to create their
own soundscapes and accompany
familiar folk songs.

In each topic, engaging themes and
genres link children’s growing
knowledge of the wider world to their
musical learning.

Children work in small groups, as a
whole class or individually to
develop and display their
composition and performance skills.

Music in KS2 — Implementation

In KS2, children learn to read a
musical stave using formal notation,
as well as recording their own ideas
and compositions in a variety of
ways. They continue to use and add
specialist vocabulary such as
‘staccato’ and ‘diminuendo’ to
describe the music they hear.

Working individually, in pairs, groups
or as a class, they build on their
performance  skills, with  the
opportunity to learn more instruments
through after-school tuition, choir and
bands. Each topic introduces new
genres of world music as well as
classical orchestral pieces to inspire
their own work.

Impact

The impact of our music curriculum is measured in a variety of ways: questioning during lesson time; recording the
effectiveness of children’s performances in lessons; take-up of additional music opportunities such as piano lessons and
brass band; lesson observations and feedback.

When children leave Archbishop Sumner CofE Primary School at the end of Key Stage 2, they will:

Be able to enjoy, describe, move to and play along with a large range of musical genres from around the world
Confidently read a single stave of music across an octave using 4 different note length values

Compose and perform their own pieces of music solo or as part of an ensemble

Understand the dedication needed and rewards which come with becoming a professional musician




