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Dates 
 

Swimming 

Wednesday: Alder 

Friday: Eucalyptus 

 

Family Reading in Willow 

Every Monday 0840 – 0905 

 

SEN coffee morning 

Monday 29th September 0900 - 1030 

 

Parent Prayer:  

9am Wednesday 10 October 

 

Y6 Trip: National Portrait Gallery 

Monday 13th October 

 

Black History Month and Harvest event 

Thursday 24th October 3:30pm – 4:30pm 

 

Individual School Photos 

Monday 10th November 

 

Parents Evening 

12th & 13th November 

11th & 12th March 

 

Harvest Celebration: 24th October 

Christmas Fair: 5th December  

Carol Service: 17th December 

Easter Egg Hunt: 20th March 

Summer Fete: 4th July 2026 

Headteacher’s Message 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
As we reach the end of September, we have lots to 
celebrate. The launch of Thrive Care, our ABS wrap-around 
club has gone really well. We’ve hosted up to 42 children in 
one go and already recruited new members for the team. We 
shall be opening booking for half-term holiday care soon – 
you will be the first to know! 
 
We have also enjoyed spending time in the Eco Garden, 
planting bulbs ready for spring and creating works of art from 
nature. During recycling week, we have installed a beautiful 
sculpture made from an old prop from the Year 2 summer 
performance and leftover carnival costumes. 
 
The arrival of our new children in Willow class has been 
joyful – they have settled in so well it is hard to believe they 
have only been here for a month.  
 
It was also good to meet some parents at our first Family 
Breakfast at the beginning of the month – I am hoping to 
book more opportunities for you to join us in the morning. 
We love having you for breakfast! 
 
School dinners are getting a big thumbs up from children and 
staff alike. Harrison, our new catering company, have 
produced a delicious, colourful and exciting menu. I am in 
the process of arranging a tasting session for parents and 
will invite you as soon as this has been organised. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank Freya Thomas Monk who has 
stepped down as Chair of Governor. Freya has been the 
chair for a number of years and has been a tremendous 
advocate for the school. I am very grateful to Freya for her 
support and dedication. (More details on our Governing 
Body in the newsletter). 
 
Thank you for a great start to the school year. Have a lovely 
weekend, 

 
Kate Evans 
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Spelling Shed Launching Next Week for Years 
3–6 

We are excited to let you know that from next 
week, pupils in Years 3–6 will begin 
using Spelling Shed in their spelling lessons. 
This game-based program builds skills, supports 
consistent teaching, and aligns with the 
curriculum. 

Each week, pupils will receive homework linked to 
class learning and be encouraged to play Hive 
Games—a fun way to practise spellings while 
competing with friends. Every pupil will be given 
their own login to access Spelling Shed at home. 

Regular use helps boost accuracy, strengthen 
vocabulary, and build confidence. With your 
support in encouraging homework and gameplay, 
we can foster a love of language and help pupils 
thrive and succeed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collective Worship 
 
 

Our school vision drives everything we do at ABS, from policies, decision-making, curriculum and day-to-
day interactions. Over the past few weeks, our collective worship has focused around the word ‘community’. 
We’ve reflected that community is fun, it gives us strength, it enables us to achieve and it encourages us to 
think about our environment (being green). Through fables such as the farmer and the sticks, scripture from 
Nehemiah (rebuilding the walls) and Genesis (Creation), we’ve been encouraged to consider the role that 
we play in our community. 

 
We have also learned a new song about community: you can find it on YouTube here. 
 

Working together as a community and inspired by a living Christian faith, we commit to                             
understand, encourage, inspire and equip. 

Celebrate Black History Month & Harvest with 
Global Flavours! 

To celebrate Black History Month alongside the 
Harvest season, we are excited to bring our 
community together through the joy of food! We 
would love for families to share and celebrate 
different dishes from around the world. 

We invite parents to host a stall and share a dish 
in our Eco Garden. This is a wonderful opportunity 
to showcase your heritage recipes and connect 
with the wider school community. 

Children and families will have the chance to taste 
and enjoy the different foods during our 
celebration on Thursday, 24th October, between 
3:30 PM and 4:30 PM in the Eco Garden. 

If you would like to take part, please let the front 
office staff know so we can plan accordingly. 

Let’s come together to celebrate culture, 
community, and delicious food! 

Donations on the day will go to the food bank at 
Vauxhall Garden Community Centre. 

 
 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xiygQUPfCGI
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Travel for Life 
 
Have you seen the huge Travel for Life poster 
on the Kennington Road school fence? I am 
delighted to let you know that we have achieved 
gold status with TfL’s Travel for Life program. 
This means that the school has been 
recognised for the work that we do in supporting 
our children to travel towards a brighter, safer 
and more sustainable future. Mrs Ahmed has 
been leading this project – well done Mrs 
Ahmed and thank you! 
 
You can find out more by clicking the image 
here. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Family Reading in Reception 

We are excited to invite you to join us for Family 
Reading every Monday morning in the Reception 
classroom. 

 When: Every Monday 

 Time: 8:40am – 9: 05am 

 Where: Reception Classroom 

Family Reading is a lovely opportunity for you to 
spend a few minutes sharing a book with your child 
at the start of the school week. It helps to foster a 
love of reading and supports your child’s early 
literacy development in a warm and familiar 
environment. 

You're welcome to choose a book from our class 
library or bring along a favourite from home. 
Siblings are welcome too! 

We look forward to seeing you there and making 
Monday mornings a special time to enjoy stories 
together. 

 
Clubs 

 
Our after-school clubs offer begins next week. If you have not yet signed your child up for a club, there 
are a few spaces left. Please check your ParentPay app for more information. 
 
I am aware that some of our more popular clubs were fully booked within minutes of bookings opening. I 
know this was frustrating for you. Mrs Kealy and I are thinking creatively about the clubs booking process 
to ensure that it is fair and easy to access for everyone. 
 
 
If you have a skill, passion or talent that you could share at an after-school                                                            
club, please speak to Mrs Kealy. Perhaps you are a keen cook, dancer or                                                       
philosopher? If you can spare an hour a week for a term, we would love                                                                                            
to hear from you.  
 
 
(For the safeguarding of our school community, all adults working with                                                                                         
children are required to undergo DBS checks). 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

https://travelforlife.tfl.gov.uk/
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School Dinners 
 

We have recently started working with Harrison 
who provide our school meals every day. The 
new menu includes a range of delicious meals. 
We encourage our children to try new food and 
the different choices each day means that there 
is always something that they will enjoy!  
 
I am in the process of arranging for parents to 
enjoy a school dinner tasting afternoon … 
watch this space for more information. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Stay Safe 
 

 
 

I have been informed that there have been a 
number of mobile phone thefts near the school. 
If your child is in Year 6 and you feel that they 
must bring a phone to school, please teach 
them to keep it hidden in their bag when out 
and about.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Governing Body News 

 

The whole ABS community would like to 
extend our great thanks to Freya Thomas 
Monk, who has stepped down as ABS's Chair 
of Governors after many years of incredibly 
hard work for our school. 

 

As many of you will know, the school’s 
Governing Board is responsible for providing 
strategic leadership and accountability for the 
school’s educational and financial 
performance. The Governing Board includes 
parent and staff governors, as well as 
governors appointed by the local authority and 
North Lambeth Parish. 

 

While we recruit a new Chair our vice-chairs 
Naomi Law and Sarah Mulley will be acting as 
interim co-chairs of the Governing Board. We 
will be arranging a time for parents to meet with 
them and with other governors in the next few 
weeks (details to follow), and if you need to 
contact them directly you can 
email: governor.abs@gmail.com 

 

PFSA 
 

The ABS Parent, Friend and                                               
Staff Association (PFSA) is a                                               
valued and important part of                                                             
our school community. Events                                              
such as coffee mornings, cake                                           
sales, Christmas fair can only                                                                 
run with the help of our PFS                                        
volunteers. 
 
Last year, a number of our PFSA team included 
parents of Year 6 children. Now that these 
families have moved to new schools, we are in 
need of new members. 
 

 
 

Volunteering with PFSA is a wonderful way to 
meet other parents, make friends and support 
the school. You choose how much time you can 
offer – every minute is value! 
 
Upcoming events include a Harvest Celebration 
and of course, the annual Christmas Fair. 
Please speak to Mrs Kealy at the front desk, or 
catch me at the gate, if you would like to help. 
 

 
 

 
 

https://cms-site-files.s3.amazonaws.com/archbishopsumne/uploads/document/Lambeth-Schools-Consortium-Autumn-Winter-Core-Menu-Flyer-2526-150725-1.pdf?t=1758704360
mailto:governor.abs@gmail.com
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           Low Cost/No Cost Family Fun in London          

Please look at the organisations’ websites to double check times and arrangements 

 

Henry: a healthy start for a brighter future – FREE 

Starting Solids workshop – Thursday 25th September 13:00 – 15:00 
Help to get your baby off to a great start.  The workshop will help you decide 

• When your baby is ready to try solid food 

• What foods to start with 

• When your baby is hungry and when they’ve had enough 

• How to make mealtimes an enjoyable experience for both of you. 

St Stephen’s Children’s Centre, Meadow Place, SW8 1XY 
 

Family Volunteering Club – South London – FREE 

Gardening and Bird Feeders at Ronald McDonald House 

Saturday 27th September 10:00 – 11:30am 
Lend a hand in the garden at Ronald McDonald House, a ‘home away from home’ for families 

of children at Evelina Hospital.  Starting with a gardening tidy-up – sweeping, weeding, and 

refreshing the space – then creating nut-free bird feeders to hang in the garden and support 

local wildlife.  A hands on way to give back and bring life to this special place. 

Book at www.familyvolunteeringclub.co.uk/southlondon 

Ronald McDonald House, 216 Lambeth Road, SE1 7JY 
 

Brixton Windmill – Harvest Festival – FREE 

Sunday 28th September 1pm – 5pm 
Free Family event to celebrate the wheat harvest. 

Join Brixton Windmill for an afternoon of live music, food, craft and baking workshops 

and milling demonstrations.  Children’s arts and crafts and baking workshops. 

Brixton Tatterjacks will be dancing at 3:30pm in the family field. 

https://www.brixtonwindmill.org/events/harvest-festival-2025/ 

100 Blenheim Gardens Brixton Hill, London, SW2 5DA 
 

Brixton Windmill – Wellbeing Day – FREE 

Tuesday 30th September 2025 10am to 3:30pm 
Free activities (supported by Age Friendly Lambeth) for local residents aged 60+ 

A chance to meet your neighbours, try a new activity and have a healthy lunch. 

Stay for the full day or drop in for a specific activity 

https://www.brixtonwindmill.org/events/windmill-wellbeing-day/ 

Brixton Windmill and Education Centre 

100 Blenheim Gardens Brixton Hill, London, SW2 5DA 
 

Chelsea Physic Garden – FREE 

Saturday 27th and Sunday 28th September 10:00am to 5:00pm 
Step into Chelsea Physic Garden and travel back in time at London’s oldest botanical garden. 

Across the weekend of the Chelsea History Festival, the whole family can get hands-on 

With nature and history. Try pond dipping, craft activities, and enjoy lively storytelling sessions. 

https://www.chelseaphysicgarden.co.uk/event/open-weekend/ 

Chelsea Physic Garden, 66 Royal Hospital Road, SW3 4HS 

 

http://www.familyvolunteeringclub.co.uk/southlondon
https://www.brixtonwindmill.org/events/harvest-festival-2025/
https://www.brixtonwindmill.org/events/windmill-wellbeing-day/
https://www.chelseaphysicgarden.co.uk/event/open-weekend/
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• St Vincent’s Brixton Community Centre offers free weekly clubs in a safe, inclusive 

setting.   

• The SEND Youth Group (ages 11–18) runs Saturdays, 11am – 12pm, with arts, crafts, 

games and books available. Parents and carers are welcome to attend, and refreshments are 

provided.   

• The Drama Club (ages 11–16) runs Wednesdays, 4:30 – 6pm, with a focus on fun, 

inclusive theatre practice. No auditions are required, and performances are youth-led. Both 

programmes are free and provide an important outlet for creativity and social connection.  

• All activities take place at Talma Road, SW2 1AS. Places are limited 

 

• Support for Every Step—from Bump to Teen 

• Whether you're a new parent, seasoned carer, or navigating co-parenting, Lambeth 

Parenting Support Service is here for you. We offer a wide range of free, expert-led 

programmes tailored to support families through every stage of childhood—from pregnancy 

to age 18. 

•        Discover practical tools, build stronger relationships, and parent with confidence. 

Explore our full offer and sign up today: Parenting Support Service | Lambeth Council 

 
 

Patricia Henry Christ Church Streatham (p.henry@ccsprimary.org.uk) 
Rachel Thomas, Windmill Cluster (rthomas@sudbourne.com) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://news.comms.lambeth.gov.uk/E5956D480C10E78CE5A0EB5A9562DAA1A3FCF430727A2AA8FC1B1A3456ED91A1/4035E803642DF930E626887A5EC8AE09/LE35
https://www.lambeth.gov.uk/children-young-people-families/parenting-support-service


Understand                Encourage                                Inspire                   Equip   
 
 

 
 



Understand                Encourage                                Inspire                   Equip   
 
 

 


