Personal Development Rationale at Highfield Littleport

Personal development at our school is essential for equipping our students with vital life skills
that extend beyond the classroom and into adult life. This is embedded into our curriculum
through 20 experiences for every learner and our learning values threaded into everything
we do. Fostering resilience helps our young people navigate challenges, while teamwork
encourages collaboration and social interaction, which are crucial for building friendships and
a sense of belonging in their community. Instilling kindness promotes empathy and
understanding, creating a supportive environment where everyone feels valued whatever
their ability. Independence is vital too; empowering students to make choices boosts their
confidence and self-esteem. Moreover, creativity and thinking are integral to personal
growth. Engaging in creative activities allows students to express themselves and explore new
ideas, while fostering thinking skills helps them to solve problems effectively.

Ultimately, a well-rounded focus on these areas prepares our students not just for academic
success, but for a fulfilling life beyond school, where they can thrive as confident individuals
in their communities. We aim to cater to the whole child, addressing not just academic needs
but also emotional, social, and behavioural aspects.

20 Experiences for Every Learner

All our students will be given the opportunity to experience 20 exciting things before they
leave Highfield. Activities have been woven seamlessly into the curriculum to ensure that
every single pupil can experience all 20 things by the time they leave us, some of them
many, many times over. Their activities range from experience to engagement and then
independence according to their needs and abilities. These give the opportunities to:

Embrace resilience by bouncing back and learning from experiences.
Teamwork is crucial, so join a group project or a team—it's all about working together.
Don’t forget to spread kindness!

Try developing independence by managing your time, maybe even cooking a meal for
yourself.

Unleash your creativity through art, music, or drama.
Thinking outside the box is a brilliant skill, so challenge yourself with some problem solving.

Each of these experiences will not only enrich school experiences but also prepare you for
your next step in education, work or life.



Have a picnic

2. Fundraise for charity

3. Travel on public transport

4. Visit the beach

5. Visit somewhere away from home

6. Visit a cathedral

7. Experience a school cinema

8. Experience growing something and cooking with it
9. Experience a musical or show

10. Take part/visit an art exhibition

11. Meet a person from a different religion
12. Make a home for wildlife

13. Try foods from around the world

14. Visit the zoo

15. Visit an elderly care home

16. Experience eating out in a restaurant
17. Visit a working company

18. Enter a competition outside of school
19. Read/listen to a classic children’s story

20.

Meet an author
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