Year 4 Curriculum Letter
Spring 2025

Dear Parents/ Carers,
We hope you had an enjoyable Christmas break and that your children are excited to return to

school. We are looking forward to working with the children again and are excited to share what you
can expect in the Spring Term.

Family Support Worker Workshops and Parent Meetings
Coffee Mornings
Thursday 16th January —9 am | Wednesday 22" January — Read, Write, Inc — 9 am — In person
Thursday 13th February — 9 am | Thursday 6" February — Read, Write, Inc — 5 pm — Online
Wednesday 12" March — 9am
Thursday 3™ April — 9 am Tuesday 25" February — 9 am — Behaviour Workshop — In person
Thursday 27" February — 5 pm — Behaviour Workshop — Online

School Events
Thursday 6" March — World Book Day - Children can dress up as their favourite book character.
Friday 21 March — Red Nose Day - non-uniform day — come to school wearing red.

Spring Term Curriculum

Our curriculum for the spring term will include a variety of engaging and educational topics. We will
be reading core texts such as Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl, The Great Kapok
Tree by Lynne Cherry, Alice in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll and books based on our local area,
Welwyn Garden City. We will be writing and performing a play, writing a report and a narrative
focusing on a setting. In mathematics, the children will be learning about shape, symmetry,
decimals, fractions and multiplying and dividing two- and three-digit numbers using the formal
written layout.

Our foundation subject learning will include the themes: electricity in science, exploring appliances
working safely, building circuits, investigating conductors and insulators and use real scenarios and
historical discoveries to understand scientific progression and home safety.

In R.E the children will be studying Sikhism, where they will be learning about the 5K’s and their
significance.

In PSHE - the unit Dreams and Goals, shows the children how to become and stay positive in
difficult situations and helps them to be resilient and have a positive attitude, resulting in a greater
chance of success. In our computer unit, Imail, we will be learning to use e-mail to send and receive
messages, as well as communicate over distances and know how to use email safely.

Our Art and design will be creating pictures using colour to show light and dark and drawing still life
objects using shading to create 3D pictures and in Design and Technology (D&T) they will be
researching, designing and building a mechanical car which they will evaluate and improve their
design. In Spanish, they will be learning about presenting themselves, where the pupils will have the
knowledge and skills to present themselves both orally and in written form in Spanish. They will
demonstrate a growing understanding of grammar to manipulate language and start to create sentences
of their own using a range of personal details including name, age, where they live and nationality. In
P.E the children will be swimming as well as gymnastics where they will develop balancing, rolling,
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jumping and inverted movements and use these skills to create complex sequences.
We look forward to exploring these areas further with your children.

Homework

Homework will be sent home every Friday and should be completed by Wednesday. This will
consist of reading, spellings (and their rules) and a maths activity - TT-Rockstars. This will help
prepare the children for their Times-table test next term.

Reading
Your child will have a home-school diary to track their reading progress. Each day, your child will

bring home a reading band book, and we encourage daily reading. Please make a note in the diary
about how your child has got on. Books will be changed on a weekly basis to ensure a diverse and
engaging reading experience.

Timetables Rock Stars

Encourage your child to play Times Tables Rock Stars daily, especially the Garage mode, which
adjusts the difficulty based on your child’s progress. Aim for a minimum of 3 minutes a day to
improve their confidence and speed.

PE
We will have PE Mondays and Fridays. These days, children should come to school dressed in PE
kits. PE Kit Guidelines
T-shirt: White (Waterside branded or unbranded).
Bottoms: Plain blue or black jogging bottoms or shorts (depending on the weather).
Jumpers: Children are encouraged to wear a school jumper (Waterside branded or
unbranded) during colder weather. Hoodies should not be worn.

e Footwear: Plain trainers (no bright colours or large logos).
Children wearing inappropriate sportswear will be provided with spare uniform items to change into.

Swimming

Children will attend swimming lessons during the weeks beginning Monday 3rd February and
Monday 10th February each afternoon. These lessons will replace one of their usual PE sessions,
and they should bring their swimming kits each day. Further details will be provided by the office.

Facebook

We will continue weekly updates on Facebook about the children’s learning and school events.
Please follow our school page to see more of what your children are learning in school.

Best wishes,

Mrs Burman
Year 4

Head Teacher: Mr Kevin Peart
Waterside Academy, Rowans, Welwyn Garden City, Herts AL7 1NZ

AGORA
LEARNING

Telephone: 01707 321203 Email: admin@waterside.herts.sch.uk PARTNERSHIP

Agora Learning Partnership. Registered in England No. 10290954



mailto:admin@waterside.herts.sch.uk

